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AMUSEMENTS THIS EVENING.

WALLACK'S THEATRE, Broadway aod 18th sireet.—
Mixaiw's Luok.

FIFTH AVENUE THEATRE, Twenty-four's st,—Fen-
NANDE.

OLYMPIC THEATRE, Broadway.—Tun FIZLD OF THR
CLoTu oF Goun,

WOOD'S MUSEUM AND MENAGERIE, Rroadway, cor-
mer Thirtieth st.—Matinee daily. Performance every evening.

GRAND OPERA HOUSE, corner ot Elghlh avenue and
984 st —Tuk IWELVE TEMPTATIONS.

BOOTH'E THEATRE, %34 st., between Sih and 6th ave.—
Toe HUuUESOTH,

BOWERY THEATRE, Bowery.—-PRINCE AMABRL—
Prinykn AND HATTER—-WEALTH AND POVERTY.

TONY PASTOR'S OPERA BOUSE, 201 Bowery.—UKoLR
Tox's CABIN.

MRA. F. B. CONWAY'S PARK THEATRE, Brookiyn.—
TRODDEN Down,

THEATRE COMIQUE, 4 Broadwar.—Cosio VovaL-
18M, NEGRO AcTH, &0

KELLY & LEON'S MINSTRELS, No. 720 Broadway.—
Fxow-Frow -HonrsE FLY Dox'r Tiokwun Me, &, ¥

CENTRAL PARK GARDEN, Tth av., betwean B8th and
Eith Ms.—THEODORE THOMAS' POPULAR CONORRTS.

NEW YORK MUREUM OF ANATOMY, 618 Broadway.—
EOLENCE AND ALT,
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Wt the Wonders
wets for Care'nl

Y8ertivg Ur"—Ex-Queen  Isabells of
Spaln has signed her abdication of the throne
and made Ler will. Both acts were gecom-
plished in Paris, where they will be remem-
bered.

Baapap, THE C11¥ ov 1ne Cariens,—It is
almost unnecessary to call altention to the
special correspondence [rom Bagdad which
appears in our columns to-day. Dated in the
city of romance, at the scene of the stories of
the Arabinn Nights' Entertainments, it will he
read universally, if only on this account,

romance, however, but gives to the world the
actaalities of the day.
of Bagdud as they now are ; their commerce
and government, and the antignities of the
place. The question of the Turks as a govern-
ing race is also set forth. Lady Zobeide's
fomb is described and a vast deal of other
matier, atigaotive and useful, supplied. s

The Laber Question=Tho Talloww’ Mot
nt Corki.

Our cable despatohes from the good old
Irish city of Cork inform us that the knights
of the needle and the shoars working ia
that considerable centre of trade had risen
fn such violent protest against an importa-
tion of German tallors s lo require the argu-
mentum  ad  baculiaum—the loglo of the
cudgel—for their dispersion. This incidentillus-
trates & very curions, if nol altogether novel,
phase of the great labor question now agitating
all civilized conntries, and it demands most
dellcate trextmont, since it luvolves, on the
one hauad, the eteraal principle of every man's
right to the proper execclse of all the talenls
and endowments that God has bestowed upon
him, and on the othar the priorlty of settle-
ment and usage io those who reaist the advent
of cheaper or more skilful workmanship. It
ia impossible to withhold sympathy from the
poor toiler who fiads himself suddenly
excolled and overborne in the straggle for
bread—the sad volee of humanily pleads
irresistibly on the aide of all his just com-
plaints; but it is cqually impossible to
recognize the auathority of any man or cowm-
bination of men to interposa violeuce between
the cravings of the race for a cheaper and
more abundaat supply of all commodities and
the progressive advance of skill and labor to
furalsh that supply.

The grand difficulty in this whole question
is that the conflicting parties interestad in its
solution do not see it alike, The White Kaight
and the Black Kaight each beleld the shield
that was set up at the crosaroads of the color
that was turoed toward himself, and it was
ouly when, in their death stroggle on this
matter of dispute, they had reversed their
positions and saw from oppoasite points, that
they perceived their folly and admitted that
each had been quite right in his degrze, since
the shield was either white or black, accord-
ing to the station of him who gazed at it
In the present case of the tailors’ riot at
Cork there wonld be food enough for humor-
ous comment did the gravity ol the subject it
involves perait ua to trifle with such a theme,
But where the subsistence of men and their
wives and little ones is at stake we can only
grieve at the thoughtlesaness which leads the
honest workingman into so false and unten-
able an attitude,

We shall not in this place attempt an elabo-
rate discusalon of the whole labor ques-
tion. Neither many columns nor many
volumes would suffice for so imposing a task.
Enough to say that in our opinion all labor
sirikes and demonstrations that assume the
violent shape are direct assaults upon human
brotherhood, upon the principles of liberty,
snd upon the welfare of the class or counlry
itseif that countenances them; upon human
brotherhood, because they exclude our fellow
crealure from participation in the common
pursuit of life and happiness; upon liberty,
because they outrageously attempt to limit
effort, circwmseribe capacity and check the
progress of the age; upon the common welfare,
because they retard improvement, set up bar-
riers against the development of industry and
suhject the world of consnwmers to the tax that
seltish combinations may choose lo impose,
How simple, trite, self-evident a ples it is that
the more coats, hats, shoes, &e¢., thera are in
the world, and the cheaper their prices, the
more of them ¢an reach the multitude; that
the less u man has {o pay for one
commodity the more he ecan. buy of
another, and that if a whole family by
each person working one or two hours only
perdiem can live comfortably in an era of
cheapness, it is better for them a¥ than when
the burden rests on one poor drudging slave,
who has to toil all day and hall the night
beneath the entire burden. It is astonishing
that men who are continually preaching on
human freedom and on the rights of labor do
nol comprehend that the larger the population
the greater the wants to be supplied; that the
more hands there are in one trade the greater
will be the demand on other trades, the lighter
the distributed burden of taxes, and the
awifter the growth in power and control of the
community, The more farmers there are the
more mechanics will be needed to supply them
with manufaclured commodities; the more
mechanics there are the ampler the require-
ments of grain, beef, potatoes, cotton, wool
and leather, What is the grand result?
Labor is forced by a natural process into the
channels where it is most needed; the eoun-
try's resources are brought oub; ils waste
places are covered with rural homes and
Llooming fields, or populons and splendid
cities, where the ills of bumanity are detected
and cured, charity and religion perform their
blessed mission, and man, even through his
trials, at last becomes ennobled and exalted.

That this is not the case in all our cities is
the fault of other causes to which we shall
refer again before we close; but, ag it is, we
guestion whether the dark side of town life s
not more than compensated by the beauty of
its numberless charities. 1f in New York, for
instance, the eynic point us to the haunts of
vice and misery, still so numerons, the gentle
hand of truth can lead him to scores of hos-
pitals and schools and churches, and trace for
him along every street and avenue the daily
pathway of a thousand sweet but silent min-
istries that, following in the Saviour's hallowed
footsteps, “‘go about continually doing good."

To strike a blow, then, at the wondrous plan
by which &!l these agencies work together is
to strike at the triumph of light over darkness,
of civilization over barbarism, of liberty over
oppression. To-day there is not a country in
the world that does not call for new kinds of
labor and improvements on the old, From
time immemorial this has been the need of
sociely, and every step we have made has
been founded upon improvements that were
resisted at the "outsel. In onr own day we
have heard the steam engine, the electric
wire, the art of the photographer, the
ennning  of  the lithograph, the nimble
magic of the sewing wmachine, ay, and
a hundred other labor-saving inventions

Our special writer does not apply himself to |

He tells of the people |

!

denounced with prophecies of endless evil,
and we have lived to see them not only tri-
umph but confer unnumberad benefits,

Bat a very few years ago the advent of im-
migrants by thousands from the European
world was here hailed with outeries of rage
and terror; but they peopled the wilderness
and mingled their blood upon a hnndred Relds
of patriotic devotion, whila the one flag of

: union and freedom now wavas over a sgore of

races that cheer it in as many dialects with a
united voles and common love, To-day Asin
beging to send us her toilors to do a minor
work for which their pecullar organization es-
peclally fits them, and in dolng so stops in to
our relief and points the sturdier white race to
a nobler task than stitching shoes, The cord-
walners of Massichusglis may thank their
atars that they, from belng the servants of ser-
vants, may now, by a wise dispeusation, be-
come the masters of more minute and docile
fingers, The slaving household drudges of
pbdr liomes may flud i the quick, fairy-Lie
aid of the Chinese girl, whose clolhing and
tvod ara equally frugal and simple, the ‘‘very
present halp in tima of nosd” that their aching
limbs and worried brala have craved this
many o day, Aud what will apply to Amer-
ioa, in its densely settled distriots, will apply
to [raland or any other conntry on this earth,
Tha incrange of labor, while it may diminish
tha profis of the few, inevitably incraases the
comfort of the many, provided that the pres-
surs be religved ascording to the dictates of
reason, humanity and God's eteraal truth.
And what ave these? To take away the hraad
of others, hecause our own may filaely seem
endangered? To hrawl along the atraet, and,
in the name of liherty, lmpoaa a reign of ter-
vor? To be eruel tyrants to-day over the fow
aad the woeak, preparatory to the yols that
the atrongest single tyraut will imposs on all
alike (o-morrow?  To commit thoss excesaey
which braed a fierce reaction, to s8t the exam-
ple, mark out the process, clear the way by
which the holdeat intrigner with the blackest
heart may once more march to a despotic
mastery and crnah the vory name of freedom
heneath his iron heel ?

We trust that neither in Ireland nor ia Amer-
iea, in Germany nor in France, this appalling
delusion of protecting local monopolies of
labor, or aught else, by violence, may prevalil,
Could we think that it would, we should
foel that the darkest hour of humanity
was  yet to  he endured. But we
do strenuously, earnestly, incessantly advocate
the elevation and the emancipation of the
workingman, and we propose for hima com-
bination that will inevitably win the great,
good fight. Ttia the trades union of conscien-
tious effort Lo improve every rightful oppor-
tunity; of diligenoe, Integrity, sobriety,
frugality, honest hope, true faith in God and
follow man and the kind spirit of brotherly
love. Capital is mighty, bat capital is wise;
it sees, it thinks, and it is most keenly
sensitive, Aasasail it and it departs and leaves
you poor. Conciliate it, invite it, win it and It
becomes your friend. Capital peranaded and
reassured and labor reconciled are natural
allies, and when uaited will conguer the
world; but those who set capital and labor
at war will conaign to sufforing the innocent
families of millions more than the poor cord-
wainers at North Adams and the tailors at
Corls.

American Exchange Tending Dowaward in

BEuropean Muorkets.

We learn through the telegraphic news from
Europe that American exchanges are tending
downward in consequence of the prospects of
the grain trade and the dividends that are
abont to be paid—that Is, we suppose, the July
interest on the national debt. This will
account sufficiently for the decline of gold here.
When exchange is lar, e‘ll against ys and high
there is, of courde, a gi'euter drain of specie,
und this raises the preminm on gold. But the
prospect of a fine grain orop and a large
demand for it abrond, together with the dis-
bursement in a few days of thirty millions or
g0 of gold by the Treasury to pay the July
interest, place this country In a favorable posi-
tion as regards the balance of trade. The
large and waluable cotton crop has coatri-
buted very much to bring about this state of
things, Though our importations, which con-
tinue to give an immense revenue to the
government, are enormous, the country is go
prosperons and its productions ara increasing
so much thut there is no fear about meet-
ing ounr liabilities abroad. The pros-
pect of there being a conglderable demand
forone grain in Burope i8 good news for the
farmers, merchants, shippers and railroad
companies. The grain trade, coming in be-
tween the last year's crop of cotton and the
crop that is now growing, will keep business
active and the exchanges more in our favor,
While Congress is tinkering at the tariff, taxa-
tion and the national finances the couniry is
golving the difficulties that surrounded us,
Our wonderful and varied resonrces and the
industry of the people ave swoothing over the
emharrasgments brought upon the country by
the war. But we have only just started on
this fresh career of prosperity, The reorzani-
zalion and restitution of the indusiry of the
Sonth, the rupid development of the West and
the progress of the industrial pursuits of the
North and East will soon twrn the balance of
trade largely in our favor. When our shipping
interests revive in connection with this general
prosperity exchange will cease to be against
us. New York must take the place of London,
This cily is destined to be al no distant day
the financial centre of the world. We advise
the gold and stock operators of Wall street to
ponder over these facts. If they do not they
will be tripped up as Boyd and Ketchnm have
been within the last day or two. And we
recommend our merchants and financiers to
prepare for the future that is opening both for
the country at large and this great commercial
metropolis.

Tug Work oF Coxcress.—We publish in
another part of this paper a résumé of the
work transacted so far by Congress, and the
work that remains unfinished. Moat of the
appropriation bills are still unfinished, although
they are generally pretty well advanced, and
are mostly halted by reason of gome inharmo-
nious amendments, The Army, Tax and Tariff,
Banking, Funding and Naturalization bills are
in pretty much the same condition, while the
Apportionment bill, after having passed both
houses, has been put back so far on account of
disagrecing amendments that it will probably
have to take an entirely new start, These are
all important measnres, which shonld be
passed, and, as there are only seventeen
more working days in the session, it behooves
the conference committees having them in
charge to make haste with them,

Ove Seroiar Werrkrs 18 Eogorg continue
to chronicle the present history of the Old
World in the latters which are published in
our golumna to-day.

Praying and Prenching with the Therme.
metor Nluety-six Degrees in tho Shude,

It is related of Mr, Beecher that on ona ex-
ceedingly hot Sabbath morniug he remsrked, on
asceuding the pulpit of Plymonth church, that
It was *d——d Lot!" This story has been de-
vied by the reverend gentleman ; nevertheless
we foal assured that had he yesterday used tue
energetic language ascribed to kim the per-
spiration from the brow of the Recording Angel
would have fallen upon the record and blotted
it out forever. For yesterday was such » day
as tried men's tempers. It ls not unltkely
{hat the congregatlon al the ““Charch of Our
Saviour” looked upon the cboir as guilty of &
plece of irreverent sarcasm when it 8ang the
following verss:—

The darkenaed sky, now tilek It lowers,
Troubled wtrﬁn m{rm! and big with showers;
No cheeriul gleam of Lght appeard,

But nature pours forth ali her wars.

It was somewhat ludicrous to describe a8
something to be deplored, a state of things
which every membar of the congregation mubi
have henrtily wished actually existed at the
-moment. Pgalms sad bymns ought always to
bo chosen with regard to thelr appropriateness
to the weather. When the Christian mission-
arles first entered the Norse countries they
depieted in graphic and eloguent language the
fire and fiames of hell. To their astonishment
the people refused to embrace OChristianity,
declariag that bell was just the place they
wanted to go to, Nor did the missionaries
effect any good until they had rejscted their
old ideas of Satan's dominions and painted the
world of the lost as an icebound desert, ten
thousand times coldar than the climate of the
Norse countries.

The simple truth is that it was frightfully
bot ‘yeaterday. No argument or figures of
speech could have made a single mortal cool.
Preachers perspired and fanned, sinners fanned
and perspired. The only thing in the shape of
tears that nature poured forth was perspira-
tion, and we suggest that the gleam of light
was almost too cheerful. Of course the
churches were nearly empty. Mr. Hepworth,
at the Church of the Messial, described lucidly
the dangers which beset the path of man.
Rev, Mr. Frothingham discoursed on the
adaptability of walering places for summer
worship, The reverend gentleman closed the
season at Lyric Hall yesterday. He opens
again in September, however, in, we trust, an
entirely new run of characters, The excel-
lence of his orchesira and choir can scarcely
be improved; but during his sojourn in the
country we would suggest an examination into
the glory and power of Nature's God and the
letting alone of Nature’s self which he #o poeti-
cally extolled yesterday. Bui whether he does
or not it is consoling to leara from that inspired
spiritualist, Mrs, Brigham, that we are ‘‘ap-
proaching a time when the volce of conscience
will be listened to and when truth and justice
will prevail.”

One of the most interesting sermons deliv-
ered yesterday was that at the Canal street
Presbyterian church by Rev. David Mitchell.
It eulogized Charles Dickens and rebuked
those who questioned his Christianity. The
Pharisees of the churches were severely han-
dled by Rev. John Quincy Adams at the East
Baptist church. His subject was *‘Cheap Re-
ligion.” We would suggest to the reverend
gentleman that the Pharisees he censured find
their religion anything but cheap. A mad dog
in front of Grace church caused much excite-
ment and gomewhat disturbed the pious medi-
tations of the magnificent Brown and the rem-
nant of his bighly aristocratic congregation,
whose husbands and fathers are not yet pre-
pared for the summer tour. Why a
dog should have selected so sanctified a
spot as Grace church to get mad on we do
not know. Wae pray, however, that it will not
result in his giving the congregation religious
hydrophobia. Mr. Potter's sermon was good,
as was also that of Rev. Alexander Thomp-
#on, who preached on *‘The Leadership of God”
at St. Paul's Reformed church, Dr, Cuyler, at
Lafayette avenue; Rev. Abbott Brown, at the
Church of the Reformation, and Rev. Thomas
H. Buareh, at the Saventh street Methodist
Episcopal church, also discoursed learnedly
and piously.

In Brooklyn Bruother Beecher and his con-
gregation were 8o languid as hardly to bs
themselves. The service and the sermon were
short, the subject of the first being “*Righteous-
ness.” At all the other churches in Brooklyn,
ut all in Washington, Jersey Cily and elge-
where outside of this metropolis, devout and
earnest prenchers gerved the cause of Chris-
tianity about as well as the heat would permit
them.

ExorrgMeNT IN MAaprip—FENIANS IN GiB-
raLTAR.—A  special cable despatch which
we print this morning informs us of the dis-
covery of a plot to blow up a powder maga-
zine at Gibraltar, The ubignitous Fenians are
suid to be at the bottom of it, It is gratifying
to know that the plot was discovered in time
and that the ringleader has been arrested.
Great excitement was, in consequence of this
discovery, prevailing at Madrid, Spain, we
know, is very anxious to recover Gibraltar,
but the Spaniards had better take care not to
ally themselves with the terrible Fenlans, If
they do the big rock may be blown sky-high
before they know where they are.

Srare Sussipies AND Rainroap TAxgs.—
The Sonoma (Cal.) Demoerat, arguing in favor
of the subsidy for the California Pacific Rail-
road, asserts that the tax upon the railroad
propeity will pay the subaidy within the time
when it is payable nnder the law—namely,
twenty years. The Sacramento Reporter does
not think this statement correct, and defies
the Denocrat to show a single county in The
State where railroad property has paid in
taxes anything like interest ox the aid given.
The fact is this whole business of national or
State aid to privata raitroad or other specu-
lative projects is one fraught with mischief
and productive of an incalculable amount of
corruption in high places and official demorali-
zation generally, The system shonld be
banished altogether from both national and
Ftate legislative halls,

A Wisg ProvistoN.—One of the most
important and salutary provisions in the pro-
poaed new constitution of 1llinois is that which
makes imperative the absolute denial of all
Htate aid to railroads or canals. The same
provision ought to be incorporated into the
national constitution without delay if the peo-
ple desire to preserve their public domain
from railrogd speculators and land grabbers.

The Elections for the Next Congress=A
Democratie Pronmnciamenio.

The democratio members of the two houses
of Congresa have issued a round robin calling
the attention of their party throughout the
country to the Importance of the coming fall
elegllons, involving nearly all the members of
the lower house of the next Congress, by the
the people, and one-third of the members of
the Senate, through the State Legislatures to
be chosen, The eigners of this Congressional
democratic call think that the democracy may
in these elections carry the House of Repre-
sontativea: that ia, “if they do their duty and
act wisely—It they throw off all apathy and act
with vigor." But they are told that there
must be * about minor matters,
o Eﬂo&gﬂ The dlscuasion of dead issues,
no manifestations of narrow or proscriptive
feeling,"” &ec., and the Southern democracy are
told to be ¢ in selocting condidytes for
Congrees who take tha test oath and who
can faoe the fourteenth amendment without
flinching; for otherwise, if elected, the radi-
cals may rule them ous.

Now, this beginsto look like demacratie pro-

#No time to be loat in the discuasion
md fssues” meana that it ia useless to fght
any longer for the restoration of *‘the consti-
tution as it was,” under which “the blasted
aigzer” had ‘‘no rights which a white man
was bouad [ respeet.” Next, in this Con-
gressional pronuncianidato, the order to the
democracy to abandon all proseriptive feel-
ing" means that “the blasted nigger” s to be
cultivated and conciliated, which is a godd
idea. In fact, from their caveful plan of ope-
rations embodiad in this manifesto it is clear
that the democrats intend to make an earnost
fizht in every Coungressional district for the
next House of Representatives, and that thelr
present leaders in Congress are at last con-
vinced that the dead isauea of old time-hon-
ored democratic claptrap and the proscription
of the nigger are *‘played out." We aay this
looks like progress, and we have no doubt that
the democrats will make some headway by fol-
lowing this good advice. It is a remarkable
fact, bowevcr, that the Congressional dem-
ocrats have mnothing to say upon the Chinese
labor question—a question which threatens
gsoon to overshadow all the other political
questions of the day. Let the politicians wait
a little longer and they will see.

Lx-{jueen I[snbelin’s Humored Abdication,

It was rumored in Paris on Saturday
last that ex-Queen [Isabella had made her
arrangements for signing her formal abdication
of the throne of Spain, and that Marshal
Bazaine and other important personages were
to be present to assist in the important cere-
‘'mony. We have not yet, however, been
informed of the formal proclamation of the act,
though we suppose that her Most Faithful
Catholic Majesty must bz by this time con-
vinced that abdication is her only alternative,
in view of some possible chance that, with the
old lady out of the way, the Cortes may come
to a compromise in accepting her son, the
Prince of Asturins. She will doubtless retive
from the contest in favor of this young man,
and in the long interval of the recess of the
Cortes, which is to be lengthened to Novem-
ber next, it is possible that the ex-Queen,
through the Church party in Spain, may bring
her son very prominenily into the foreground
for the succession. That she has an actlve
sympathizer in the Pope and in her devoted
Cathollc countrywoman, the Empgesi I_iu_!e_in.ia.
we know ; but the jealousy of the Banrho’ni,
inherited and still entertained by the Bona-
partes, is a Serious drawback to the house of
Spaln, We think it probable, however, that
Louis Napoleon, in one way or another, will
at lagt have to setile this diflicalt Spanish
question,

The Ecvumenieal Council.

The Ecumenical Council, accordiug to one
of our latest reports from Rome, witl git during
the summer months. It is expected that the
final adjournment wiil take place about Easter,
1871. The sitting through the summer
months is not a bad idea. It will work pow-
erfully in favor of infallibility. The minority,
it is mot unreasonable to presume, will get
tired out and go home, leaving the infallibility
men masters of the situation. It will not be
wonderful if this dodge secnres a unapimous
vote. Some daya ago the Archhishop of Paris
startled the Council by openly and emphati-
cally declaring that unless the dogma was
unanimously approved by the Council it would
not be binding on the Church, If the maleon-
tents leave in disgust unanimity may be
gecured., The Council has besides become a
kind of necessity in Rome, It pays. It is
the grandest and most profitable show which
has peen witnessed in the Holy City in many
long years. When travellers from all parts of
Europe and America are rushing through and
across the Alps why should the show be dis-
continued ?

Burrer I8 to be investigated. Having
forced investigations into everything and
everybody that gave any shadow of an excuse
for it, it is the highest order of dramatic jus-
tice that he himself shonld at last be investi-
gated. There seems to be some trouble about
the way in which the funds of the National
Soldiers’ Home have been expended, and But-
ler i§ President of that concern. With Butler's
reputation, and the love his friends in Con-
gress bear him, this little fact is foundation
enough. We caonot express any opinion
as to his gunilt or innocence wnntil we
hear the evidence, unlésy, indeed, we are
to judge by the company Ben hds heen found
in lately and by his previous character, Fhich
will pfobably be glven in evidence ; bnt, ad ke
bas more brains than Whittemore, we predict
that he will not have fo resign to escape ex-
pulsion.

Freg Trapr ANp Freg Lasor.—I free
trade i good, why not free labor? If it is
wrong that American consnmers are compelled
to pay high prices for home made goods be-
cause of the protective tariff upon English
goods, is it right to oppose the introduction of
cheap Chinese labor because it comes into con-
flict with American labor? Again, what bet-
ter plan can be ndopted to secure free trade
than this plan of introdncing Chinese labor,
which in cheapness will enable our factories
and foundries to compete with those of Eng-
1and without a protective tariff? Ina word,
do not free trade and free labor, and a free
field for labor, all go together? What aay the

politigians ?

The Good Shepherd und His Wandering
Sheep=Efective nnd Touching Discourse
of Rev. Mr. McGean.

In deepite of the tropical heat that scorchied
our oity in the morning hours of yesterday,
there was a most varled array of religious ser-
vices in all our leading churches, as readers
of the Hgzarb will perceive by the many col-
umns of reported sermons that we publisi tuls

others argumentative; others tonchingly pa-
thetic, and others, ngain, peculiarly effective
for their appropriateness to the time and the
oeoaslon, But, upon careful inspection, we
find ¢ singular combination of all thege guali-
tles in the brief but powerful appeal of the
Rev. Mr. McGean, who officlated at the conslu-
slon of high msss in Bt. Patrick’s Cathedral
and discoursed upon the hunﬁhllyh:?r:;;
alve parable of “the lost sheep,” whic

good pustor went Torih fo ook, &BY Whan BT
had fouud it, returned rejolcing with the
reacned GAD i his loving arms.

In this day, when shafB afnd make-believes
30 constantly usurp the foreground and noisy
pretenaion thruats itself forward In all things,
to the exclusion of qulet, unassuming merit,
it is hard at first to make & certain olass of

mankiad credit that ks 0N

A daw's not reckone 1 & religious bied LS
He ause e keops a-cawing irom o st

Moreover, thousands of our young people,
behbolding how much fashion has to do so fre-
quently with the display that makes the house
of God more like & gay reunion for mutual
amusement than A Pi for contrite thought
and bumble worship, aré straying far away
from the fold iato the wilderness of doubt and
unbeilsf. Look at the conventicle of our day

a8 it is so often seen :—

Hoers soms are thiakin' on thdly sias
An' some npo’ ther claes;
Anae curses fest that (yled his shuns)

O that o set o' chaps ot wateh,
Torung winkin' ou the lassed,

But in the Cathedral yesterday there was
none of this. The solemn ceremonial, the
“dim, religious light," the pulsing orgaa
music thrilling & silence of Intense devotion
with those unutterable melodies of the great
masters that awe and subdue the heart of man
in the presence of his God, fitly prepared the
audience for the tender and caressing voice of
their pastor, typifying the loving kindness and
the joy of the Good Bhepherd going forth over
the denert of this world to gather n His stray
lambs to the sheltering fold.

Not a word of mere sectarian reproach; no
feeling less than the great, good end in view ;
no trifling play of words; no bid or trick of
diction for flippant applause; no gleam of any-
thing, in fine, but the light of the pure paatoral
mission should ever be allowed to lower the
calm, aweet dignity of pulpit ministration.
Herein the Rev. Mr. McGean was eminent
among the many able divines who fought
the good fight yosterday. The hlessed
Saviour’'s boundless mercy and love for an
erring race; the glory of Calvary shining
undimmed and eternal to guide the storm-
tossed mariner to land and home; the Father
waiting there to clansp His returning prodigal;
the rest that follows to the just when the
trials of earth have been paticntly borne and
ita duties faithfully discharged—such were tho
themes that rose with the chant of the choir
and the voice of the preacher until they
spread beyond the freited aisles and sculptured
architraves, and went forth with the thought-
ful worshipper to )_J'r'lghte} even the summar
siry to Swoeeten the bread of poverty, to
strengthen the hand of toll ‘and be an ever-
present blessing in the hoearts that they had
touched and cheered.

Progress of Hecoastructlon in
Britaln=An Imporiant Helorm.
Within the last few years how numsrona
and how sweeping have been the popular
triumphs in Great Britain! How changed is
the system of government since 1832! Nay,
how changed since 1852! Formerly Great
Britain was the most exclusive of monarchiea.
The government of the empire was exclusively
in the hands of the so-called higher classes.
The nobilily and the landed gentry only bad
rights. No office of power and trust at bome
or in the colonies but was filled by a rich
man's son or a rich man's friend. The Reform
bill of 1832 was a great inilinl step towards
uplifting the people. Until lately the pro-
gress was slow, as was most natural among a
peopls trained by long experience to regard
changes with suspicion. Of late years, how-
ever, reforms have gone on apace. Sowme
years ago the Indian civil service was throwan
open to competition. The change has worked
well. Young men have been found in no
stinted number, though without patrician
blood in their veins, equal to the highest
reguirements. India never was so well gov-
erned as now, and for the simple reason that
the men who now govern India have heen
tried and found worthy before beling entrusted
with official responsibility. The Disraeli
Reform bill and the numerous reforms, politi-
cal, ecclesiastical and fnancial, that have fol-
lowed in so rapid succession have placed the
great body of the people in an entirely new
and greatly more advantageous position.
What has been done is nothing to
what mnst yet be done. The people now
are fuily alive to their wanta. They
know their strength and they are not indis-
posed to put it forth. Hence the present
reforming activity which runs out in so many
directions, One of the most important reforma
which it has been onr privilege to record is
that which is known on the other side as “The
New Order in Council.” This order, which
bears dale June 4, directs that after August
81 all entrance appolntments to all situations
it all civil departments of the State, except
the Foiteign Office or posts requiring profes-
gional knowledge, shall be filled by open com-
petition, Tt is virtnally the adoption of the
Indian system into the civil service of the em-
pire. After his appointment the victorions
candidate must pass through a six months
probation, and the chiefs of departments are
distinctly vested with the power of dismissal.
Henceforward, as the result of this reforw, the
colonies will be governed, the civil depart-
mentas of the army will be administered, the
revennue collected and the business of Parliament
initinted by a class of men impartially selected
from the great body—from six millions of male
adults, instead of from sixty thousand., It is
impossible to exaggerate the importance of
this ss a great popular gain. Not aristoeracy,

Gireat

but braina, will heaceforth govern the Britisk

morning. Some of the latter were brilliant;

Anither sighs an' ¥
02 tius handsits a chosen awatoh, P
W' serew'd-un, grisce-proud taces; -




